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THE AMICI SPARK

As someone who understands the impact
of summer camp, you likely appreciate
the message, even if this campfire song is
not part of your own camp memories:
Summer camp can spark a powerful
change in a child’s life.

At camp, kids learn to identify and nur-
ture their own personal spark – talents,
skills and abilities that make each of us
unique. Through positive role models –
camp directors and staff – campers learn
the power of sharing their spark with oth-
ers: to light a path when the way ahead is
unclear; to provide a glimmer of encour-
agement to a friend in dark times.

Like you, we strongly believe that nur-
turing a community of all these “sparks”
will result in a brighter future for all of

us. This is why we are committed to
ensuring that as many children as possi-
ble have access to summer camp, regard-
less of financial barriers.

Thanks to you, in 2008 more children
than ever before experienced the inspira-
tional spark of summer camp through
Amici. With your help, in 2009 we will
grow this number even more.

Our success in achieving this mission
depends on you. In these challenging
times when need is even more acute,
every contribution makes a difference.

We hope you will enjoy this first edition
of “The Spark” and that you will share
your comments and suggestions for
future issues with us.

“It only takes a spark to get a fire going; and soon all those around can warm up to it's glowing...”

Thank you for sharing the gift of summer
camp!

Kate Horton
Executive Director

kate@amicicharity.org

2008 CAMPERSHIP WRAP-UP

TThank you for your commitment and support. With your help,
2008 was Amici’s most successful summer yet!

You helped 125 children from low-income families experience the
magic of summer camp.

And that’s not all:

� Camp makes a lasting difference in kids’ lives: 85% of Amici
campers chose to return to camp for another summer in 2008.

� 9 Amici campers participated in leadership training programs
at partner camps – an all-time high for our program!

� Volunteer-led fundraisers and special events raised over
$50,000! These funds will support campership and the
administration required to make this program possible.

� Thanks to the generous support of our partner camps, program
costs decreased by almost 5%. This meant Amici could sponsor
more campers in leadership programs and extended out-trips.

� In 2009, with your help, we will reach even more children than
ever before.

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of the children and
families we serve.

Campership Program Growth
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WELCOME TO THE SPARK
AUTUMN 2008

““SSPPAARRKK  AA  CCHHAANNGGEE..  SSHHAARREE  TTHHEE  GGIIFFTT  OOFF  SSUUMMMMEERR  CCAAMMPP””
wwwwww..aammiicciicchhaarriittyy..oorrgg



FRIENDS OF AMICI - SHARING THE SPARK
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Carolyn Langill

A few years ago, Carolyn Langill orga-
nized two annual “Have a Heart” fundrais-
er galas to benefit Amici.  Since then,
Carolyn has been a significant, long-time
supporter of Amici. Thank you Carolyn for
sharing your perspective on Amici and the
importance of summer camp:

What interests you most about Amici?
I like the fact that most of the money raised
by Amici goes directly towards sending
children to camp. I like the fact that
although Amici is a relatively small orga-
nization, it has a huge impact on the lives
of the children. I particularly like the fact
that kids who are sponsored by Amici are

YOU CAN SHARE THE
GIFT OF SUMMER CAMP
ALL YEAR LONG
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Amici supporters share the gift of summer camp
by giving new opportunities and unforgettable
fun to children from low income families. Now,
by pledging a small monthly credit card contribu-
tion, you can give an extra boost to Amici’s
campership program. By joining you’ll:

� See your gifts add up quickly.
� Reduce our administrative costs.
� Make your contribution effortlessly.
� Help to secure our future in uncertain times.

Whatever amount you choose will be deducted
from your credit card each month automatically.
Thanks to the secure servers at our online dona-
tion partner, CanadaHelps.org, your transaction is
safe and convenient -- and you can easily with-
draw from the donation program anytime you
wish.

CanadaHelps.org will allow you to place your
tax-deductible monthly contribution online by
billing the credit card of your choice.

To join our monthly giving program, simply visit
the “How you can Help” section of our website:
www.amicicharity.org and follow the “Donate
Now” link to CanadaHelps.org.   On the Canada
Helps donation page, select “Repeating
Donation” when you enter the details of your gift. 

sponsored until they no longer attend
camp, unless their family financial situa-
tion changes for the better. 

How has camp affected your life?  
The major way that camp has affected my
life is through my children’s attendance at
camp. As a parent, there is no greater satis-
faction than seeing your kids arrive home
at the end of a camp session, happy, having
made new friends and yearning to go back
again the next summer. I realized many
years ago that if I could help another par-
ent experience this satisfaction, then I
wanted to help as many children as I could
to attend summer camp. 

Why send kids to
camp?
Camp is a great
equalizer, eliminat-
ing a lot of barriers
that exist in city
life for kids from
different backgrounds
to develop friend-
ships.  I also
believe that camp is a great enhancer of
self esteem and has the potential to
improve self confidence in many skills that
would never be attempted at home. 

LETTER FROM AN AMICI PARENT
OOuurr  ffaammiillyy  iiss  hhaappppyy  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthhiiss  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ttoo  tthhaannkk  tthhee  AAmmiiccii  OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn
aanndd  iittss  ssuuppppoorrtteerrss..  

FFiivvee  yyeeaarrss  aaggoo,,  wwee  ssuuffffeerreedd  tthhee  ttrraaggiicc  lloossss  ooff  CClliivvee,,  aa  mmuucchh  lloovveedd  ffaatthheerr  aanndd  hhuuss--
bbaanndd..  HHee  lleefftt  ffoouurr  bbooyyss  wwhhoo  wweerree  1144,,  1122,,  1100,,  aanndd  88  aatt  tthhaatt  ttiimmee..  WWiitthhoouutt  yyoouurr
ffiinnaanncciiaall  ssuuppppoorrtt,,  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  nnoott  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aabbllee  ttoo  eennjjooyy  ccaammpp  lliiffee  aanndd  tthhee  ggrreeaatt
oouuttddoooorr  eexxppeerriieennccee  uunnddeerr  tthhee  ggrreeaatt  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  gguuiiddaannccee  ooff  JJaayy  aanndd  VViikkkkii
HHaaddddaadd  aatt  CCaammpp  BBeellllaalleeoo..

TThhaannkkss  ttoo  yyoouurr  ggeenneerroossiittyy,,  aallll  ffoouurr  bbooyyss  mmaaddee  ggrreeaatt  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  ggrreeaatt  mmeemmoo--
rriieess..  TThheeyy  hhaavvee  ssoommee  wwoonnddeerrffuull  hhaappppyy  aanndd  ffuunn  ttiimmeess  ttoo  rreeppllaaccee  oorr  ssoofftteenn  ssoommee
vveerryy  ttrraaggiicc  oonneess..  AAllll  yyeeaarr  tthheeyy  llooookk  ffoorrwwaarrdd  ttoo  aannootthheerr  ggrreeaatt  ccaammpp  eexxppeerriieennccee
tthhee  ccoouunnttddoowwnn  ssttaarrttss  ffrroomm  wwhheenn  tthheeyy  ggeett  hhoommee..

AAlleexx,,  tthhee  oollddeesstt,,  bbeeccaammee  aa  ccaammppeerr  tthhee  ssuummmmeerr  aafftteerr  lloossiinngg  hhiiss  ddaadd..  HHee  eennjjooyyeedd
eevveerryy  aassppeecctt  ooff  ccaammpp  lliiffee  bbuutt  eessppeecciiaallllyy  tthhee  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  tteeaamm  bbuuiillddiinngg  sskkiillllss
hhee  lleeaarrnntt..  HHee  bbeeccaammee  aa  CCIITT  aanndd  tthheenn  aa  ccoouunncciilloorr..  TTooddaayy  hhee  aatttteennddss  LLaauurriieerr
UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ssttuuddyyiinngg  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  aanndd  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn..

NNiicchhoollaass,,  nnooww  iinn  ggrraaddee  1122  aanndd  pprreeppaarriinngg  ffoorr  uunniivveerrssiittyy  nneexxtt  yyeeaarr,,  lloovveedd  sseeeeiinngg
aallll  hhiiss  ccaammpp  ffrriieennddss  eevveerryy  ssuummmmeerr..  HHee  aallssoo  bbeeccaammee  aa  CCIITT  aanndd  ccaannooeeiinngg  wwaass  hhiiss
ffaavvoouurriittee  aaccttiivviittyy..

RRoobbiinn,,  nnooww  1155  aanndd  iinn  ggrraaddee  1100,,  hhaass  aa  ggrreeaatt  ttiimmee  wwiitthh  hhiiss  ffrriieennddss  aatt  ccaammpp  aanndd
lloovveess  kkaayyaakkiinngg..  HHee  lloovveess  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ooff  lleeaaddiinngg  aanndd  ttaakkiinngg  cchhaarrggee  ––  aa  rreeaall
cchhaannggee  ffrroomm  bbeeiinngg  ssoonn  nnuummbbeerr  33..  

RRhhyyss,,  tthhee  yyoouunnggeesstt,,  hhooppeess  eevveerryy  yyeeaarr  ttoo  rreettuurrnn  ttoo
ccaammpp  aanndd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  BBeellllaalleeoo  PPiinngg  PPoonngg  CChhaammppiioonn..
HHee  ccaann’’tt  wwaaiitt  ttoo  sseeee  aallll  hhiiss  oolldd  ffrriieennddss  aanndd  ttoo  mmaakkee
nneeww  oonneess..  HHee  lloovveess  ssppeennddiinngg  ttiimmee  wwiitthh  VViikkkkii  aanndd
JJaayy..

LLaassttllyy,,  II  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  tthhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  ggiivviinngg  mmee  tthhee
oonnllyy  bbrreeaakk  II  ((mmuumm  MMaarriiee))  ggeett  iinn  tthhee  yyeeaarr..  WWiitthhoouutt
yyoouurr  hheellpp  aanndd  ssuuppppoorrtt,,  II  wwoouulldd  nneevveerr  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aabbllee
ttoo  sseenndd  tthhee  bbooyyss  ooffff  eeaacchh  ssuummmmeerr..  WWiitthh  nnoo  cclloossee
ffaammiillyy  iinn  CCaannaaddaa  tthheeyy  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  nneevveerr  hhaavvee  hhaadd
ssoommee  ttiimmee  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  mmee,,  aa  vvaalluuaabbllee  rreeffrreesshheerr  ffoorr
tthhee  ffaammiillyy  ddyynnaammiiccss!!!!

SSiiggnneedd,,  MMaarriiee  ((aann  AAmmiiccii  MMoomm)) Robin (far right) with friends at
Bellaleo's July closing banquet

Rhys (far right) with his cabin group



2008 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

If you would like to request a copy of Amici’s most recent audited financial 
statements, please contact: info@amicicharity.org or call 416-588-8026.
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RESEARCH CORNER

AAs many former campers know, the bene-
fits of the camping experience on young
lives is immeasurable. Unfortunately, for
those that haven’t had the benefit of the
experience, the impact is a little more dif-
ficult to wrap your head around.
Thankfully associations like the ACA
(American Camp Association) and OCA
(Ontario Camp Association) continue to
conduct research to help qualify and quan-
tify the many benefits.

In each issue moving forward, we’ll look
to bring some of those findings to life in
this new section – Research Corner. 

Below is our first installment, a reprint of
an article written by the ACA in 2005.

Inside Camp: What Research
Tells Us about the Lives of
Children 

How can parents count the ways children
grow and flourish at camp? Friends? New
skills? Displays of self-confidence? Steps
toward independence and thoughtfulness?

Philliber Research Associates teaming
with the American Camp Association has
just released the results of a landmark
study that demonstrate the gains are
remarkable—over 5,000 parents, children,
and camp staff are readjusting their mea-
suring sticks—growth in positive identity,

social skills, physical and thinking skills,
as well as the important areas of positive
values and spirituality go hand-in-hand
with the camp experience.

According to Peg Smith, chief executive
officer of the American Camp Association,
outcomes are all about research and
responsibility. “These concepts of indepen-
dence and discovery come into play every
day as we look at ways to enhance the
growth and discovery process in youth.
Our research demonstrates unequivocally
that with the idea behind camp and the
thousands of individuals who support chil-
dren in these experiences, we are unmis-
takably on the right track. One of the truly
exciting aspects of this research is these
measurable gains continue after camp
ends, and the researchers confirm that
length of camp session isn’t a determining
factor—it’s camp itself,” says Smith.

Leadership, adventure, making friends,
confidence—all after spending time at
camp.

“Self-esteem does not come from empty
praise, but from feeling competent; from
having successful experiences; from
making genuine contributions.”

Christopher Thurber, Ph.D., Child
Psychologist and Author 

2008 AMICI EVENTS

The 38th Annual Highland Yard.  Thanks to Race
Directors Rob Love & Liam Brown and to Peter 
Oyler & Heather Navis for their support.

Amici Mile at Woodbine Racetrack.  Organizing com-
mittee John Medland, Katie Roland and Scott Glover

2008 Ball Hockey Tournament raised over $2500.
Thanks to event coordinator George Wright

Campers Say
- Camp helped me make new 
friends. (96%)
- Camp helped me to get to know kids
who are different from me. (93%)
- The people at camp helped me feel
good about myself. (92%)
- At camp, I did things I was afraid to 
do at first. (74%)

Parents Say
- My child gained self-confidence at
camp. (70%)
- My child continues to participate in
some of the new activities he or she
learned at camp. (63%)
- My child remains in contact with
friends made at camp. (69%)

Reprinted by permission of the American
Camp Association®; copyright 2008
American Camp Association, Inc.

2008 Revenues by Source (unaudited) 2008 Expenses Based on Revenue (unaudited)

Special Events
19%

Partner Camps
26%

Other
2%

Individuals
36%

Fundraising
10%

Corporations &
Foundations
17%

Administration
15%

Program 
Support
75%
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Thank you to our Partner
Camps!

Camp Arrowhead
www.arrowhead.on.ca

Camp Bellaleo
www.campbellaleo.com
Cedar Ridge Camp

www.cedarridgecamp.ca
Camp Couchiching

www.campcouchiching.com
Frontier Trails

www.frontiertrailscamp.com
Glen Bernard Camp
www.gbcamp.com
Camp Kandalore

www.kandalore.com
Camp Kawartha

www.campkawartha.ca
Camp Kennebec

www.campkennebec.com
Kilcoo Camp

www.kilcoo.com
YMCA Camp Kitchikewana

www.ymcaofsimcoemuskoka.ca/
kitchi/contact.htm
Camp Medeba

www.medeba.com
Camp Mi-A-Kon-Da
www.miakonda.com

Camp Oconto
www.campoconto.com

Onondaga Camp
www.onondagacamp.com

Camp Otterdale
www.campotterdale.com
YMCA Camp Pinecrest
www.camppinecrest.ca

YMCA Camp Queen Elizabeth
www.campqueenelizabeth.ca

Camp Tanamakoon
www.tanamakoon.com

Camp Tawingo
www.tawingo.net

YMCA Camp Wanakita
www.ymca-wanakita.on.ca

Camp Wabikon
www.wabikon.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS OF THE 2008 AMICI RAFFLE!

GRAND PRIZE: Taboo Resort: 2 night stay (value $3000, Taboo Resort, Golf & Spa) – James Delamere

$500 Expedia.ca Gift Certificate (Expedia.ca) – Nigel Smith 

Original painting by artist Peter Taylor (value $500, Peter Taylor) – Amaris Siegel 

Wilson Sports Package (value $500, Wilson Sports Equipment Canada) – Frank Mamelli

Hamilton Beach Proctor Silex Kitchen Set (value $500, Hamilton Beach Brands Canada Inc.) – Mark Steinman 

Pair of Maple Leafs Seats, Red Section (value $300, Latimer family) – Matt Fong 
$100 Sporting Life Gift Card (Sporting Life) – Mike Usher Jones 

This year’s raffle raised over $9,000! Thank you to everyone who, by supporting the 2008 AMICI Raffle, helped
share the gift of summer camp.

2008-2009 Amici Board of Directors
President – Mike Jack
(michael.jack@investorsgroup.com)
Vice President – Brent Knightley
(bknightley@loyalty.com) 
Secretary – David Armstrong
(darmstro@skadden.com)
Treasurer – Jamie Vallance
(jamie_vallace@scotiacapital.com)
Fundraising – Allan Leal
(aleal@profilewinegroup.com) 
Campership – Jonathan Millman
(jonathan.millman@rbc.com)
Communications – Matt Shoom-Kirsch
(mattshoom-kirsch@griplimited.com) 
Major Events – John Medland
(jmedland@blairfranklin.com) 

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS!
Amici gratefully received
gifts in excess of $50 from
the following individual
donors:

Alexander D.Mackay
Michael & Sara Adamson
Barb Allan
David Allan
Derek Allen
Bruce Amos
Billy Anderson
William Anderson
Anonymous
Dr. Kenneth Armstrong
Kevin Arnold
Joanne Awrey
Don Barber
Dr. T.A. Bayley
Ben Bradshaw & 
Christine Hobson

Catherine Benbow Plewes
Braithwait Bill
Jay Blachford
Brian Blackstock
Diane Blair
William Bobier
Jalynn Bosley
Pamela Bossin
Stuart Braund
Paul & Margaret Bridgeman
Kevin Bright
Edward Brohm
Andrew Bryce
Stewart Busbridge
Edward Butcher
Lila Buttu
Ian Campbell
Cynthia Carlisle
Nancy Carlisle
Mary Beth Carlisle-Weaver
Cheri Carman
Robert Carrie
John Carruthers
John Carter
Clive Chamberlain
Eva Chojnacki
Charles Clark
Michael Cleary
Paul Copeland
Howard Craven
Lisa Crawford
Bruce Currie
Ian Currie
Bill & Gail Currie
Tim & JacquieCurrie
Karen Cuthbert
Jeffron De Savoye
Shirley Davey
Dr. Gordon Davidson
Carrie DeGroote
John Dempster
James Dixon
Mary Dobbin
Michael Dobbin
Thomas Eby
Tom Elliott
Scott Elmhirst 
Rolf & Tania Fabricius
Matt & Natasha Flora 
Shoom-Kirsch

Ryan Foster
Robert & Margaret Frank
Andrew Frank
Tony Fry
Joanne Gabura
Catherine Galivan-Godard

Robert Galloway 
Matthew Gibson
Richard Gibson
Scott & SarahGlover
John & Libby Glover
Heather Gordon
Lucas Greenwood
Greg Guatto
Dr. John Hammett
Michael Hatton
Heagle Family
Meghan Heyes
Richard & Mary Hobson
Barry Hoffman
Marion Homer
Audrey Horton
William Horton
Frances Hough
Bill Houston 
Will Hunter
Jake & Caron Irwin
David & Barbra Jack
Mike Jack
Duncan Jones
Megan Jones
David Kappele
Ernest Kay
Penny & JohnKennedy
Michael Kenney
Bill Kiel 
John Kneale
Ryan Krausz
Marion Langford
Don & Carolyn Langill
David & Beth Latimer
Jeffery Latimer
Michael Latimer
John Lea
David Lloyd
Marilyn Lockhart
Bruce MacDonald
Michael MacDonald
Dr. W. Macrae
Bruce Mansbridge
Nerio Martini
John & Shannon Matthyssen
Scott McBurney
Lisa McCarthy
Gordon McGivern
Lindsay McKeown
John McKeown
John McLeod
Ria McMurtry
Jim McMurty
John & Jenny Medland
Susan Mendes de Franca
Mike & Lisa Merry
Michel Mertens
Luke Metcalf
Paul Michaels
Alexander Miller
Stephen Millman
Cameron Mingay
Sean Mitchell
Daniel Mitchell
Eric Monteith
Ted Morgan
Michael Morgan
Lynne Morris
Heather Navis
Antoine Neheme
Patrick O’Keefe
Sueli Oliveira
Peter Oyler
Ivy Parkhouse
Peter Partridge
John Paterson 

James Paulucci
Michelle Pearlman
Trevor Pedler
Rev. William Phipps
Mary Purves
John Reid
Alan Rennen
T. Barry Reynolds
Thomas Richmond 
Katie & Michael Roland
Frank Romantini
Alana Romoff
Nancy Sainthill
Marg Sakamoto
Andy Schaefler
Ron Scott
Geoffrey Seaborn
Jeff Setterington
Charles Sharp
Lindsay Skinner
Craig Smith
Olivier Sorin
Spirit of Inawendawin Fund
Pat Sproat
Thomas Stevens
Kevin Stewart & Kate Horton
Victoria Stewart
Paul & Wendy Stewart 
John Stone
George Stratton
Janis Takach
Peter Taylor
Joan Taylor 
Derek Thompson
Phillip & Maureen Tingley
Phylip Tinning
Dr. Peter Trainor
John Turco
John Turnbull
Paul Turner
Michael Unwin
Richard Vaillancourt
James Vallance
Brian Van Allen
Geoff Vernon 
Grant Wardlaw
John West
Mrs. Wiley
Lisa Wilson 
Robert Zimmerman

We apologize for any names
inadvertently omitted from
these lists. To report any errors
or omissions please contact
info@amicicharity.org or call
416-588-8026

The Kilcoo 20

Paul Chamberlain
John Francis
John Grant
Dave Hadden
David Hamer
Richard Hamm
John Hammett
Alan Ingram
Cassandra Kingsmill Stuart
Allan Leal
Bill & Janet l'Heureux
Jamie Macintosh
Rob McKinnon
Eric L McKinnon
Gordon Petch
Tom Reed
David Roland

Peter Sharpe
Julia West
Kilcoo Camp & the Latimer 
Family

Corporate Donors &
Sponsors: 

Aurora Montessori Schools Inc
Bank of Montreal
Bentall Real Estate Service
Boundless Light Productions Inc.
Brandes Investments
Canoe FM
CIBC Wood Gundy
Coca Cola
Coca Tapas & Wine Bar
Countryward Enterprises
Diesel Playhouse 
Dish Cooking Studio
Dominion Hotel 
Elgin & Wintergarden Theatres
Fidelity Investments
Formcore Inc
Franklin Templeton
Investments
Investors Group
Freedom International
Brokerage
Gloria Mundi Art
Hill & Knowlton Canada Inc.
Hydro One
Images That Suit
Invesco Trimark
Loyalty Management Group
Lululemon Athletica
Manulife Financial
Massey College
Mountain Equipment Co-op 
NSA Canada Inc. 
Pete's Market Inc.
PM Castings Ltd.
Precious Discoveries
Priority Media
Profile Wine Group
RBC Royal Bank
Right Sleeve Marketing Inc.
Ronald Chisholm Ltd
Scotiabank
Simply Accessorize
Sony Computer Entertainment
Canada
Stinson Equipment
Sweet Carolyns
TD Canada Trust
TD Securities
TD Wealth Management
The Running Room 
Tilley Endurables
Ubiquitel Networks
Wilder & Associates
Woodbine Entertainment Inc.

Foundation Donors:

Anonymous Foundation
Bank of Montreal Employee  
Foundation 

Catherine & Maxwell Meighen
Foundation 

CIBC World Markets Children's 
Foundation

Harold A Kopas Foundation
IBM Employee's Charitable
Foundation
RBC Foundation


